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òMountains appear 

more lofty the nearer 

they are approached, 

but great leaders re-

semble them not in 

this particular.ó 

 

ñ- Lady Marguerite 

Blessington (1789-

1849) Writer 

Quote of the Month 

consisted of primarily 

demolition, new concrete 

placement, mechanical 

piping in two digester 

structures, many shut-

downs and tie-ins to exist-

ing piping, site piping and 

extensive testing for the 

digesters to be put back 

in operation.  Coordinat-

ing the work to keep a 

steady flow of progress 

was challenging.  Our sub-

contractors have been 

very accommodating and 

provided W.M. Schlosser 

and the owner with out-

standing workmanship on 

a tight schedule.  All the 

individuals on the job have 

performed admirably and 

shown a commitment to 

excellence and cooperation 

with the subcontractors and 

the owner.  The owner has 

even expressed an interest 

to work with W.M. Schlosser 

on future projects on multi-

ple occasions, based on the 

We are pleased to 

announce that the Upper 

Occoquan Sewage Author-

ity Repair and Improve-

ments to itõs wastewater 

digesters is currently in the 

process of completing the 

final testing and start-up 

phase associated with the 

second and final stage of 

the work.  W.M. Schlosser 

began work on the facility 

in August, 2005 and is 

currently planning on 

achieving substantial com-

pletion by the end of June, 

2007, over three months 

ahead of schedule from 

the planned substantial 

completion date of Octo-

ber, 2007. 

Work at the facility 

exceptional performance 

of the individuals involved.  

The staff consists of: 

John Andrew ð 

Senior Project Manager 

Dan Mericle ð 

Project Manager / Superin-

tendent 

Tim Kuczka ð Pro-

ject Engineer 

We look forward 

to the successful comple-

tion of the project and wish 

all those involved good 

luck in the next projects 

they will be working on 

very shortly.  Thank you to 

all who have assisted be-

hind the scenes to make 

this project proceed as 

smoothly as it has. 

WMSESSENGER 
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Is a Messier Desk Better?  
By: John Andrew 

Recruiting: 

 

 

Due to the diligent efforts of 

our estimating department, 

here and at the Chesapeake 

office, we are actively recruit-

ing for the following positions: 

 

 

Project Manager 

Superintendent 

Quality Control Representa-

tives for the D.C, 

 

 

Recruiting incentives are still 

applicable. 

You've got multiple stacks of 

paper on your desk (not to 

mention the heaps slyly hid-

den under your desk), indis-

criminate piles of books on 

your shelves and your cube 

walls are haplessly adorned 

with various items. OK, so 

you're messy. Can you really 

be productive amidst all that 

mess? 

 

Yes, according to "A Perfect 

Mess," the book by Eric Abra-

hamson and David H. Freed-

man, which claims to reveal 

the hidden benefits of being 

unorganized and cluttered. 

 

The Cost of Perfection 

In the book, the authors 

claim a messy desk can be 

the product of an effective 

worker and that there actu-

ally is a price for being neat 

in terms of staff, time and 

computer system costs. 

"Neatness and organization 

can exact a high price and 

it's widely unaccounted for," 

they argue, and these costs 

typically outweigh their ad-

vantages.  

 

One Man's Trash... 

"Roughly speaking, a system 

is messy if its elements are 

scattered, mixed up or varied 

due to some measure of 

randomness," but that's only 

according to another's point 

of view, the book contends. 

 

For Kristen, her messy desk 

was more an annoyance 

than a hindrance. In her 360 

degree review process, some 

of Kristen's co-workers and 

employees commented that 

her desk was a disaster and 

that she appeared disorgan-

ized. But, she was highly 

praised in these same re-

views for her timeliness, 

leadership ability, communi-

cation skills, strategic think-

ing and ability to get things 

done. She has received sev-

David Zarate, the Assistant 

Superintendent that was 

working at the Rose Hardy 

Middle School has been re-

deployed to Iraq.  To show our 

support, we are going to place 

a box in the kitchen, which we 

are planning to send the last 

day of each month.  If you 

would like to donate 

magazines, non-perishable 

items such as wrapped 

cookies, snacks, chips, etc. 

please send them to main 

office and weõll make sure 

they make it into the box.  A 

show of support from fellow 

employees will be welcome 

Iõm sure.  Cards and letters 

are welcome as well. 

 

David will maintain his WMS e

-mail address so that he may 

stay in communication with us 

as well.  His e-mail is 

dzarate@wmschlosser.com 

 

Weõll keep David and all of 

our troops in our thoughts 

and pray for a safe 

homecoming for them all. 

eral promotions throughout 

her career and is now a vice 

president with her firm. 

 

Depending on what industry 

you work in, a cluttered work-

space may not be damning 

at all. 

 

Success Among Workspace 

Anarchy 

Feelings toward workspace 

chaos can be strong. The 

book cites a Bradford, Penn. 

police chief who actually was 

fired for not having a neat 

desk. "Fortunately for the 

world," the book states, 

"Albert Einstein did not work 

for... the city of Bradford. 

Einstein's desk at the Insti-

tute for Advanced Study in 

Princeton, NJ, was main-

tained by all personal and 

photographic accounts, in a 

stupendous disarray."  

 

The general assumption is 

that success is related to 

organization. We usually 

associate piles of paper and 

disorder with being ineffec-

tive and undisciplined. But, 

according to a study of the 

behavioral profiles of more 

than 240 presidents, CEOs 

and chief operating officers, 

by PsyMax Solutions, a hu-

man capital assessment 

firm, CEOs actually are more 

creative, but less organized.  

 

"According to our findings, 

company heads are decid-

edly less organized than their 

subordinates," said Dr. 

Wayne Nemeroff, PsyMax 

Solutions CEO. 

 

This finding jibes with the 

book's assertion that messi-

ness tends to increase sharply 

with increased education, sal-

ary and experience. 

 

And, on the flipside, the au-

thors point out that there has 

been no research to directly 

support the benefits of neat-

ness. Instead, accounts touting 

the wonders of order usually 

are anecdotal (and delivered by 

professional organizers). 

 

A Method to the Madness 

"Mess isn't necessarily the 

absence of order," Abrhamson 

and Freedman claim. "A messy 

desk can be a highly effective 

prioritizing and accessing sys-

tem. In general, on a messy 

desk, the more important, ur-

gent work tends to stay close 

by and near the top of the clut-

ter, while the safely ignorable 

stuff tends to get buried to the 

bottom or near the back, which 

makes perfect sense. The vari-

ous piles on a messy desk can 

represent a surprisingly sophis-

ticated informal filing system 

that offer far more efficiency 

and flexibility than a filing cabi-

net could possibly provide." 

 

The Surprise Benefits of Messi-

ness 

Attaining complete neatness 

and order may only be an illu-

sion. Following rigid organiza-

tional systems and living life 

driven by a day planner means 

you're operating with blinders 

on. Many new discoveries, in-

ventions and creative projects 

are the result of sheer happen-

stance or inadvertently veering 

off in an unexpected direction. 

If you don't inject a little disor-

der in your life you mostly likely 

will miss out on the serendipity 

of an unplanned success. 



children of all ages.  

 

11) Strathmore Hall Arts 

Center 

Music center with special 

children's events including 

afternoon teas, art exhibits, 

chamber music concerts, 

outdoor concerts and more.  

 

12) Catoctin Wildlife Pre-

serve & Zoo 

Up-close exhibits make this 

30-acre zoo in Thurmont, 

Maryland great for small 

children. Main exhibits in-

clude a Golden Tiger, African 

Lion family, Grizzly Bear, 

Parrot Aviary, and Venomous 

Animal exhibit. You can hand

-feed goats, sheep, donkeys, 

and ducks in the petting area  

 

13) Montgomery Countyõs 

Nature Centers 

Four Nature Centers provide 

kids with lots of hands-on 

opportunities to explore our 

environment. Year-round 

naturalist guided programs 

will give you insight into the 

Capital Regionõs natural 

habitat.  

 

14) Reston Zoo 

This thirty-acre zoo in the 

heart of Fairfax County, VA, is 

great for small children. Get 

"up close and personal" with 

the animals and feed them 

too! See alligators, camels, 

reptiles, zebras, antelope, 

bison, ostrich, and lots more.  

6) Washington Monument 

Take the elevator to the top of 

the memorial to George Wash-

ington, our nation's first presi-

dent, and see a wonderful view 

of Washington DC. Kids love to 

see the city from a birdõs eye 

view.  

 

7) Wolf Trap Farm Park 

Wolf Trap Foundation and the 

National Park Service present 

70 performances from late 

June through early August at 

the Children's Theatre-in-the-

Woods in Vienna, Virginia. Fam-

ily-friendly performances, in-

cluding music, dance, storytel-

ling, puppetry, and theater are 

held at 10 am and 11:15 am, 

Tuesdays through Saturdays.  

 

8) Glen Echo Park 

This wonderful park in Be-

thesda, Maryland offers year-

round activities in dance, thea-

ter, and the arts for the adults 

and children. There are con-

certs, demonstrations, work-

shops, and festivals. The an-

tique Dentzel carousel delights 

children May through Septem-

ber. Enjoy a puppet show at the 

Puppet Co. or a childrenõs the-

atrical performance at Adven-

ture Theatre. At Discovery 

Creek Children's Museum, ex-

plore nature, history, and the 

arts through innovative educa-

tional programs and exhibits.  

 

9) Six Flags America 

Six Flags America offers a full 

day of fun just 30 minutes from 

downtown Washington, DC. 

This theme park features more 

than 100 rides, shows and the 

area's largest water park. The 

park is open April through Octo-

ber.  

 

10) Imagination Stage 

Imagination Stage offers year-

round productions of modern 

and classic plays and classes 

in drama, acting, dance musi-

cal theatre, and filmmaking for 

1) National Zoo 

One of the most kid-friendly 

places to visit in Washington, 

DC is the National Zoo where 

you can see 435 different spe-

cies of animals. The National 

Zoo is set within the beautiful 

Rock Creek National Park and 

is a part of the Smithsonian 

Institution. Admission is FREE!  

 

2) National Museum of Natural 

History 

Examine a wide variety of arti-

facts including an 80-foot dino-

saur skeleton, an enormous 

prehistoric white shark, and a 

45-and-a-half carat jewel a 

known as the Hope Diamond. 

The Discovery Room is a great 

hands-on display for young 

children. Feel the skin of a 

crocodile, examine the jaws 

and teeth of different animals 

or try on clothes from around 

the globe.  

 

3) National Air & Space Mu-

seum 

NASM displays the largest col-

lection of air and spacecraft in 

the world. Visit here and learn 

about the history, science, and 

technology of aviation and 

space flight. There are IMAX 

films and planetarium shows 

several times a day. Children 

marvel at the lifesize exhibits.  

 

4) Discovery Theater 

The Smithsonian's Discovery 

Theater, located in the Ripley 

Center on the National Mall, is 

a live theater geared towards 

children. Classic stories and 

folktales are told through pup-

pet shows, storytellers, danc-

ers, actors, musicians, and 

mimes. All shows are Mondays 

through Fridays, 10 a.m. and 

11:30 a.m.  

 

5) Bureau of Engraving & Print-

ing 

Watch real money being 

printed! Tours are every 15 

minutes, Monday through Fri-

day, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
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Summer 

 

 In the United States and 

the rest of the northern 

hemisphere, the first day 

of the summer season is 

the day of the year when 

the Sun is farthest north 

(on June 21st or 22nd). 

This day is known as the  

Summer Solstice. 

 

The declination of the Sun 

on the Summer Solstice is 

known as the tropic of 

cancer (23° 27').  In the 

southern hemisphere, 

winter and summer sol-

stices are exchanged so 

that the Summer Solstice 

is the day on which the 

Sun is farthest south. 

 

A common misconception 

is that the earth is further 

from the sun in winter 

than in summer. Actually, 

the Earth is closest to the 

sun in December which is 

winter in the Northern 

hemisphere. 

 

As the Earth travels 

around the Sun in its orbit, 

the north-south position of 

the Sun changes over the 

course of the year due to 

the changing orientation of 

the Earth's tilted rotation 

axes. The dates of maxi-

mum tilt of the Earth's 

equator correspond to the 

Summer Solstice and Win-

ter Solstice, and the dates 

of zero tilt to the Vernal 

Equinox and Autumnal 

Equinox. 

 

The day of the summer 

solstice is the longest day 

of the year. The length of 

time elapsed between 

sunrise and sunset on this 

day is a maximum for the 

year. In the United States, 

there are about 14½ 

hours of daylight on this 

day. 

15 Best Places To Go With Kids in the DC Area 
By: Michael Peton 

http://dc.about.com/od/concerts/a/Strathmore.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/concerts/a/Strathmore.htm
http://www.cwpzoo.com
http://www.cwpzoo.com
http://dc.about.com/cs/restaurant1/a/naturecenters.htm
http://dc.about.com/cs/restaurant1/a/naturecenters.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/zoos/a/RestonZoo.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/monuments/p/WashMonument.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/concerts/a/WolfTrap.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/artsandentertainment/a/GlenEchoPark.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/childrensactivities/a/SixFlags.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/artcenters/a/ImaginationStag.htm
http://dc.about.com/cs/familyactivities/a/NationalZoo.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/museums/p/NaturalHistory.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/museums/p/NaturalHistory.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/smithsonianmuseums/p/NASM.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/smithsonianmuseums/p/NASM.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/smithsonianmuseums/a/DiscoveryTheate.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/museums/a/BEP.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/museums/a/BEP.htm
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Hurricane Season 2007 

Predictions 

Experts predict that the 

2007 Atlantic hurricane sea-

son, which begins June 1 

and ends November 30, has 

a 75% chance of being 

above normal in activity. 

"NOAA scientists predict 13 

to 17 named storms, with 

seven to 10 becoming hurri-

canes, of which three to five 

could become major hurri-

canes of Category 3 strength 

or higher," said a NOAA offi-

cial. An average season sees 

11 named storms, with six 

becoming hurricanes, includ-

ing two major hurricanes. 

 Answers to last Monthõs Sudoku 

Ever wonder how the I.T. de-

partment shops computers?  

Ever Wonder 

what, where, why, 

and when to look 

for a new personal 

computer? Have 

you ever felt lost 

and confused 

when PC shop-

ping? Or, when 

you did buy, did 

you feel you didnõt 

quite get what you 

wanted or 

needed? 

 

Wellé this is the article for 

you! 

 

WHY???  You must first estab-

lish whether you need a new 

pc or not. Usually, you need to 

upgrade with a new pc when 

you can no long receive soft-

ware or hardware support 

from the manufacturer. 

 

WHEN???  New applications 

that are not compatible with 

your legacy system. By the 

Computer Shopping  
By: Damion Walker 

way, in I.T. speak Legacy 

means OLD. 

 

WHAT???  

Once youõve 

figured out you 

need a new pc, 

you must then 

establish what 

exactly you will 

be doing with 

it. Do you just 

use it to bid on 

ebay.com or 

are you a 

member of 

òMen-In-Black 

and need something so power-

ful and fast that you could use 

it to track down rouge aliens. 

Obviously if you Ebay you wonõt 

need the above mentioned 

machine. Most of us are not 

trying to track rouge aliens, so 

Ebay here we come. 

 

What to look for you ask? Well, 

you can always ask your 

friendly neighborhood Geek. 

Everyone can dig up at least 

one Computer Geek. Right?!  If 

not, Look at 3 types of systems. 

First look at bare bones stripped 

down cheapy.  Then, look at a 

PC that has every bell and whis-

tle on it and the price to match. 

Then look at the PCs in between. 

Usually a moderately appointed 

PC is you best bet. 

 

WHERE???  There is a wealth of 

places to purchase a PC. Dis-

count retailers (CompUSA, Cir-

cuit City, Best Buy, Sears, even 

Office Depot and Staples) there 

are also Mom and Pop shops 

that will custom build for you. 

But be careful, some shops are 

here today gone tomorrow. And, 

there are online/mail order com-

panies. The best is usually the 

on line/ mail order. You can in 

many cases have you pride and 

joy custom built to your exacting 

specifications. And the price will 

be less expensive than a retail 

brand. 

 

If you play your cards right, you 

can have a PC That may not run 

the space program but will run 

your spreadsheets and games. 

2007 Relay For Life  

On the weekend of May 18, 

my family and I walked in the 

2007 Relay For Life to help 

find a cure for cancer.  

Through your generous dona-

tions, our team Angels of 

Awareness, I was again able 

to exceed our original goal of 

$4,000 and raise an astound-

ing $5,800.  This year, W.M. 

Schlosser was our official 

Corporate Sponsor and was a 

marked presence at our Team 

Booth as well as the official 

Relay For Life garb and litera-

ture.   Although the weekend 

started off windy, cold and 

wet, many people showed up to 

walk the track and show their 

support and patronage.  There 

were many activities ranging 

from the exciting Poker Walk 

(of which our team won with a 

hand of three queens) to the 

very emotional Lighting of the 

Luminaries.  The 

sun shown brightly 

on Saturday morn-

ing just in time for 

the fun-filled Kidõs 

Walk which 

wrapped up the 

weekend nicely.  

Through everyoneõs 

hard work, the 

2007 Relay For Life 

was a great suc-

cess and the An-

gels of Awareness 

Team would not be 

able to do it without 

the gracious sup-

port of the family that is W.M. 

Schlosser.  Thank you every-

one. 

By: Arnold DelaRosa 

Questions?  Comments?  Do 

you have something youõd like 

to contribute?  Then please 

feel free to contact Michael 

Peton at the Main Office. 

 

mpeton@wmschlosser.com 


